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The Circuit Rider Published October 9, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 17:11-19
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Heals Ten Men With Leprosy
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was 
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. 
They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, 
“Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked 
him--and he was a Samaritan.

17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreign-
er?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”
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And the Next Stop Is...  
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James 
E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• October 13 (Sunday)
Picayune United Methodist Church in Picayune, Missis-
sippi is having a Centennial Celebration at 10:30 a.m. and 
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker.

• October 20 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the following locations at the below listed times:
- 11:00 a.m. - Cornerstone United Methodist Church in Meridian, Mississippi 
- 6:00 p.m. - East Lauderdale Covenant Fall Praise and Worship at Lauderdale United Methodist Church in Lauderdale, Mississippi 

Hurricane Season: 
A Testament to Prepare
By Jasmine Haynes,  
Web and Social Media Specialist
The recent threat of Tropical Storm Karen reminded me of 
my most memorable lesson in disaster preparedness on Au-
gust 27, 2005, when I raced to leave New Orleans to escape 
Hurricane Katrina before it reached the gulf. I was a mass communication major 
at Dillard University, a United Methodist-related institution. 

I remember being so excited to catch up with friends during the first week back 
at school that I opted to hang out with classmates instead of paying attention to 
the warnings that were constantly on the news. My resident assistant nearly beat 
my door down to wake me up and caution me about the coming hurricane.  I still 
considered Hurricane Katrina another false alarm like most of the hurricanes that 
go through New Orleans.  However a mandatory evacuation was ordered —expos-
ing my lack of preparation.

I had no idea that my gas tank was nearly empty and that I would have to wait in 
several long lines before finding a station with fuel.  I did not know that I would 
lead a convoy of students through eight hours of traffic from New Orleans to our 
safe place, my home in Jackson, Mississippi.  I never imagined that I should have 
packed more than three days of clothing and a few books because I would lose 
just about everything I owned two days later. No one anticipated reports that 80 
percent of New Orleans would be flooded, that there would be over 1,800 deaths 
and that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) would declare Hurricane Katrina “the single most catastrophic natural 
disaster in U.S. history.”

The Atlantic hurricane season does not officially end until November 30 according to The Weather Channel. Even though Mississippi’s 
recent rains from Tropical Storm Karen proved to be far from disastrous, one can never take too much precaution for emergencies. 
Wayne Napier, Mississippi coordinator for the Mississippi United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), is reminding everyone 
about the importance of preparation. Below he offers the following safety tips.  As the conference web and social media specialist, I urge 
everyone to learn from my mistakes and follow Napier’s recommendations. 

Storm Preparedness Tips
• Be prepared for the storm.
• Make a plan and let people know your plan.
• Make sure to monitor and heed warnings and advisories.
• Make sure to account for church members and neighbors who will need help to prepare and or evacuate.

Photo courtesy of Jasmine Haynes 
Photo of a house blocks away from Dillard 
University’s campus damaged by Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005.
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• Make a list of shut-ins and the vulnerable and give the list to local emergency management agencies or the fire department.
• Make sure people know where you will evacuate to and how to get in touch with you.
• Do you have what you need to evacuate (medications, baby items, food, cash and important documents)?
• Church vans and tire concerns—check the condition of and the manufacture date on all tires and other church owned equipment. Any 
reputable tire dealer can do this for you. 

Lake Junaluska Rep Visits Mississippi to Thank Supporters              
Mississippi Annual Conference Communications
Ken Howle, the director of advancement for the Christian retreat center, Lake 
Junaluska, recently made a 20-hour round trip drive from Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina to Mississippi where he thanked United Methodists and individual long-
time supporters of Lake Junaluska. According to Howle, the volume of people that 
come from Mississippi to Lake Junaluska is unique with the center hosting over 
1,000 Mississippi youth year after year. 

“For the size of the Mississippi Conference we get a high percentage of people 
that come from Mississippi to Lake Junaluska each year. I think a lot of that stems 
from tradition and connections between the Mississippi Conference and Lake 
Junaluska,” he said.

One connecting factor is Howle’s past supervisor Jimmy Carr, the current execu-
tive director of ministerial services for the Mississippi Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church.  Carr once worked as an executive director at Lake 
Junaluska for 11 years.

“We also have a tradition of United Methodist clergy from Mississippi who have 
vacation homes or have retired to Lake Junaluska and that helps foster the connection as well,” according to Howle.

The summer of 2013 marked Lake Junaluska’s centennial celebration, which included the talents of Mississippi United Methodist, Sarah 
Hillman, serving as chairman of the homecoming celebration.  Planning for the July event began four years ago. Unfortunately, Hill-
man’s health prevented her from attending it, but her hard worked paid off attracting a crowd of roughly 1,200 people.  For this, Howle 
thanked Hillman and her husband Byrd in person when he was in Mississippi.

“We are a non-profit agency of the jurisdiction and we get a lot of financial support from individuals in Mississippi and that is what re-
ally makes our ministry successful,” Howle added.

Lake Junaluska plans to have representatives visiting Mississippi this winter. To schedule a visit from a Lake Junaluska representative, 
churches or individuals should contact Melissa Aldridge at 828-452-2881, ext. 680.  For more information about Lake Junaluska go 
online to http://www.lakejunaluska.com/.

Giving to Edwards Street Helps              
By Bud Kirkpatrick, member of Parkway Heights UMC in Hattiesburg 
Photos courtesy of Cyndi Pittman
A program has been established to honor long-time United Methodist minister, the Rev. Warren Pit-
tman and to commemorate the recent rededication of the Edwards Street United Methodist Church 
building to its new name, the Warren Pittman Founders’ Hall.

This rededication honors Warren’s efforts to save the little church from abandonment when he was 
district superintendent in the Hattiesburg District during the late 1970s. His efforts set the stage for 
what has become the Edwards Street Fellowship Center (ESFC).

The Edwards Street ministry is centered on the commitment of strengthening families and individu-
als and meeting special needs in the community. That community is now 14 counties in the Pine Belt 
of south Mississippi. 

There are currently nearly 1,700 active clients and emergency food is provided to some 1,000 families 
per month through the ESFC food pantry. The ESFC Thrift Store opened on Lincoln Road in Hat-
tiesburg in 2012.

Ken Howle (wearing the tie) visited with the 
Mississippi Conference Annual ministerial 
services staff.

Edwards Street founder, 
Warren Pittman stands out-
side the building named in 
his honor.
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The Warren Pittman Founders’ Hall will become the center for scouting activities for the Edwards 
Street ministry. Pittman had the opportunity to meet one of the scouts in the Edwards Street Program 
on his recent visit to Hattiesburg for the rededication.

During his more than 50 year ministry, Pittman served pastorates in Hattiesburg, Monticello, Center-
ville, Forest Hill, Forest and in Jackson at Broadmeadow and St. Luke’s. He served as superintendent 
for the Hattiesburg and Brookhaven districts of the UMC. Additionally, he served as director of the 
conference council on ministries for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church, 
based in Jackson.

Now, individuals can personally honor Pittman and become part of this vibrant ministry with a mon-
etary gift to the Edwards Street Fellowship Center Endowment. Your gift will join others in building a 
secure financial future for the Edwards Street ministry.

Please make your gift payable to the Greater Pine Belt Community Foundation, 1507 Hardy Street, 
Suite 208, Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39401, or call 601-583-6180. Indicate on your check that your gift 
is for the Edwards Street Fellowship Endowment, in honor of the Rev. Warren Pittman. Pittman will 
be notified of your gift, but not the amount.

Inverness UMC Pastor Wins  
“Outstanding Citizen of Year”                    
The Rev. Grover C. Glenn III, pastor of Inverness United 
Methodist Church, in Inverness, Mississippi, was selected 
as the “Outstanding Citizen of the Year” at the annual 
chamber of commerce banquet held in Inverness on 
September 23, 2013.

His selection was the result of a town election held the week prior to the banquet.  Not only does this 
award show the love and respect of his congregation, but of Inverness.  The banquet sold out. Glenn’s 
achievement was a surprise revealed to him during the event. He was honored to have his very good 
friend, Ben Gaston, make the presentation.

Glenn is married to the former Debra Horton of Leland, Mississippi.  They have two children. Their son, 
Cameron teaches 10th grade biology at Corinth High School in Corinth, Mississippi and their daughter, 
Meredith lives in Hartselle, Alabama with her husband and two children, Kate and Grant.

Dumas UMC Dedicates  
Christian Life Center 
Dumas, Tippah County
Dumas United Methodist Church in Tippah County, Mississippi,  recently dedicated 
their Christian Life Center with a note burning service last month. District superin-
tendent, the Rev. John Moore, preached the Sunday morning service which included 
the dedication and lunch for all those who attended.  Pictured are Dumas UMC’s, 
the Rev. Doc Shelton, Rev. Moore and finance chair, John Richardson. The building 
is used by the community as a meeting place and town hall.

A young scout gets to meet 
Warren Pittman.

The Rev. Grover C. Glenn III is presented with outstanding citizenship award.



John Wesley Health Education  
Center Featured on ClarionLedger.com      
Durant, Mississippi
The John Wesley United Methodist Church Health Education Center (HEC) in Durant is one of 
10 Methodist churches now operating as health centers across Mississippi, according to a recent 
video on ClarionLedger.com. The one minute and 30-second video features Agnes Redmond in 
an introduction about the HEC with pictures and video of HEC clients, mostly retirees, partici-
pating in the programs. The Clarion Ledger is Mississippi’s largest state newspaper. The video was 
produced by Greg Jenson.

To view the clip for more details about the program go to 
http://www.clarionledger.com/VideoNetwork/2715022625001/John-Wesley-Health-Education-Center&odyssey. 

Minor Memorial UMC  
Annual Fall Festival 
October 12, 2013             
Save the date to attend the Minor Memorial UMC 18th 
Annual Fall Festival. The event takes place October 12, 
2013, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The fall festival will 
be at 6120 Goodman Road West, in Walls, Mississippi. 
Rain will not cancel this event. Crafters and specialty vendors can reserve booth space now. The cost is $20 for a 20’ x 20’ space and $40 
for a 20’ x 40’ space. No refunds. Please note that no food items (other than jams, relishes, mixes-call with questions) are allowed. No 
used items and no electricity will be provided.   Other activities during the day include, Country Café (breakfast items, catfish and BBQ 
plates, nachos and more). There will be a bake sale, children’s activities, community exhibitions, live music, car show and silent auction. 
Participants will also have a chance to donate blood.

To reserve a booth, sign up online at www.minormemorial.org. Call 662-781-1333 with questions. 

Children’s Sabbath This Sunday  
October 13, 2013 
United Methodists will observe Sunday October 13 as Children’s  Sabbath.  
To read a previous Circuit Rider article on observing this day, go to  
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/blogs/detail/435.

Children’s Sabbath Workshops & Celebration 
October 12 & 13, 2013             
Central UMC in Jackson, 517 North Farish Street, will host Children’s Sabbath work-
shops on Saturday, October 12.  The event will begin at 10:30 a.m. in Central’s family life 
center. The Rev. Dr. Cedric Gray, Jackson Public School superintendent, will deliver the 
message during Children’s Sabbath Celebration, Sunday, October 13 at 11:00 a.m.  

Central UMC  Jackson—Fall Revival 2013  
October 14-17, 2013         
Pastor: Stephen T. Cook
Theme: “A New Beginning”
Scripture Reference:  Hosea 10:12
Dates:  October 14-16, 2013, 7:00 p.m. nightly
Monday, October 14:  Rev. Haywood Hannah, Greer Chapel UMC in Flowood
Tuesday, October 15:  Rev. Robert Brown, Middlebrook UMC in Jackson   
Wednesday, October 16: Rev. DeMario Benson, Pratt Memorial UMC in Jackson 
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First UMC, Pearl Holding Fall Festival
October 19, 2013 
First United Methodist Church in Pearl, located at 226 S. Pearson Road, will have their annual Fall Festival Saturday, October 19, at 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. with entertainment throughout the day. There will also be a hamburger lunch, plus games and activities for chil-
dren.  A huge rummage sale will begin that morning at 7:00 a.m. and the evening before on Friday, October 18, at 6:30 p.m.

This will be a fun two-day gathering for the church and community. The Rev. Kelly Pope is the pastor of Magee First UMC.

Magee First UMC Homecoming         
October 20, 2013             
Magee First United Methodist Church will celebrate homecoming on October 20, 2013.  The day will begin at 9:45 a.m. with a reception 
in McCarty-Pace Fellowship Hall.  Morning worship will follow at 11:00 a.m. and a covered dish luncheon will be served in the fellow-
ship hall at noon.  All friends of Magee First UMC are cordially invited for this special day of worship and fellowship.

Mt. Salem UMC Men’s Day Celebration  
October 20, 2013         
Mt. Salem UMC is holding a Men’s Day Celebration on  Sunday October, 20, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. The theme of the event is Men Taking 
Back What the Enemy Has Stolen (1 Samuel 30: 1-8). The guest speaker will be LeRoy G. Walker, Jr., the owner and operator of McDon-
ald’s.

Come out and be blessed by a dynamic man of God who is a familiar face in the Jackson community. Walker is well known for his 
volunteer and philanthropic efforts. He has been an active community and corporate servant through the years, giving generously of 
his time, talent and resources. His involvement in professional and civic organizations is extensive. As founder of the 100 Black Men of 
Jackson, he created an opportunity to mentor students as well as share his entrepreneurial skills. 

Union United Methodist Church Celebrates 150th Anniversary  
October 27, 2013         
Union United Methodist Church, in Union, Mississippi will celebrate its 150th (1863-2013) anniversary of ministry and service on Oc-
tober 27, 2013, at 10:30 a.m. The Rev. Billy Owen, Meridian District superintendent will be delivering the message. A cordial invitation is 
given for all to attend this special event. 

District-wide Youth Rally Planned  
November 17, 2013         
A district-wide youth rally for the East and West Jackson Districts will be held on November 17, at Madison United Methodist Church 
in Madison. Since this is a Sunday evening, youth groups are encouraged to arrange their local church activities schedules to attend the 
rally.

Mike Howington, the new Mississippi Conference youth and families ministry coordinator, will be the guest speaker. Those who have 
heard Howington speak report that he has an exciting and dynamic way of sharing the gospel with teens. There will be live music and 
fun. 

12th Annual Faith and Health: 
Making The Connection Clergy  
and Congregational Leaders Conference  
October 17, 2013         
When:  Thursday, October 17, 2013
Where:  Church Health Center Wellness Center, 1115 Union Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee
Time:  7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (A complimentary breakfast and lunch will be served).
Theme:  The Affordable Care Act:  What it Means For You As Clergy, What It Means For Your Church As 
An Employer, What It Means For Your Congregation’s Members
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Keynote Speaker:  Rev. Kenneth Robinson, pastor of St. Andrews AME Church in Memphis, Tennessee; public health advisor to Shelby 
County mayor, Mark Luttrell and chair of Healthy Shelby Initiative.
Registration:  Online at www.churchhealthcenter.org or fax registration to Sterling McNeal at 901-543-0617.  Please register as soon as 
possible. Registration is limited to 300 participants.

This is a wonderful opportunity for clergy and congregational leaders to learn how the Affordable Care Act will impact them personally, 
how it will impact every congregation and how to assist the members of every congregation to make the best decision possible for them 
and their family members regarding the ACA.

Millsaps Chamber Singers In Concert  
October 20, 2013         
The Millsaps Chamber Singers will be in concert at Poplarville First UMC on October 20, 2013. 
This concert starts at 6:00 p.m. The church is located at 202 W. Church Street, in Poplarville, Mis-
sissippi. 

Register for Convocation on the Black Church
October 25-26, 2013
Notice: This event will occur as planned on the date listed above. Please disregard any communication that it has been cancelled.  

The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church presents the 2013 
Convocation on the Black Church. This event is specifically designed to meet chal-
lenges of African American churches—but beneficial to all churches—ALL church-
es are welcome! Make plans for an evening of worship and praise beginning at 7:00 
p.m. Friday, October 25, 2013 at Anderson United Methodist Church 6205 Hanging 
Moss Road in Jackson, Mississippi. 

On Saturday, October 26, 2013, prepare for a day of studying to show ourselves 
approved. This begins at 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at Clyde Muse Center on the Rankin 
Campus of Hinds Community College located at 515 Country Place Parkway in 
Pearl, Mississippi. To register, visit http://mississippiumcconvocation2013-es2.
eventbrite.com/.

Announcements:
Need to Strengthen or Start A Ministry? 
Apply for Missions Grants  

The word is out—apply now for the 2013 Connectional Ministries Missions 
Grants. According to the Rev. Eric Sanford, chair of the Grants Committee, 
these matching grants (up to $2,500) are available to United Methodist churches 
and United Methodist sponsored or related agencies.  They are awarded to help 
strengthen existing and/or establish new ministries to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world here in Mississippi.

“We are excited to see what God is doing in our churches and how we as a con-
ference can support and foster missions within our churches,” said Sanford.  

Applicants must demonstrate how their project either 1) is located in an underserved area, 2) develops new places for new people 
or renews existing congregations or 3) engages in ministry with the poor.  The grants cannot be used for salaries, stipends or 
short term mission trip travel. 

In 2012, the committee awarded 46 out of the 57 applicants, a total of $107,000.  This was the largest amount of grants since the 
program’s inception three years ago. 

Applications for the 2013 Missions Grants must be delivered either in person or by mail to the Office of Connectional Ministries / 
320 - C Briarwood Drive / Jackson, MS 39206 by October 31, 2013.  Applications received after this date or by another form (fax, 
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email, etc.) will not be considered for grants this year.  Also churches receiving grants in 2012 that did not turn in their report for 
last year will not be eligible.  

Apply now for 2013 Missions Grants by going to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1384. 
 

Jackson TV Stations Calling on Church Choirs
Are you part of a choir or praise team? Are you a giver? Then you and your group should be a part of the Magnolia State “This Is 
the Way We Praise Him” gospel choir and praise team showcase. 

This event will take place Saturday, November 9, 2013 at New Horizon Church International, 1750 Ellis Avenue, Jackson, Missis-
sippi. Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. and the event will begin at 5:00 p.m. Admission is free.

Hosted by: Maggie Wade of WLBT, Joy Redmond of WDBD and Lance Fuller of 95.5 Hallelujah FM. Proceeds will benefit Blair E. 
Batson Hospital for Children.

Visit “My Church Will Pledge” at www.wmib.org today!

To register your group today, call Joy Redmond or Maggie Wade at 601-948-3333.

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Rev. David Willoughby (Retired, EJD) was admitted to 
Baptist Medical Center in Jackson and underwent heart 
bypass surgery on Wednesday, October 2, which went 
well and he is now recovering. Continue to lift him in 
prayer.

A Call for Prayer and  Healing for 
Bishop Swanson
Released by the Mississippi Area Episcopal Office  
Dear Mississippi United Methodists:

Delphine and I are writing to let you know of a condition that is currently impacting our lives, particularly mine. I was 
recently diagnosed with prostate cancer. We are sharing this information with you, Mississippi Annual Conference because 
you are our family and we want you to be in prayer with us as we go through this new adventure. I am scheduled for surgery, 
November 12, 2013. We are asking that you will bathe me, Delphine, the doctor and medical staff in prayer.

May God smile upon you as you keep us in your thoughts and we thank you in advance for your prayers.

Yours in Christ,
Bishop Swanson

To view Bishop’s Swanson’s video announcement regarding his diagnosis, visit http://vimeo.com/75594493?utm_
source.

To express written well-wishes to Bishop Swanson:

Mail to: Mississippi Area of The United Methodist Church | 320-E Briarwood Drive | Jackson, MS 39206 
Email to: PrayersforBishopSwanson@gmail.com 
Post to Bishop Swanson’s Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BishopJamesESwansonSr
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Employment Opportunities
• Project/Office Coordinator for Communictions & Connectional Ministries - Mississippi Annual Conference 
This position is responsible for providing organization, broad administrative and project planning support for connectional min-
istries and communications for the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church located in Jackson, Missis-
sippi.
Duties:
• Provide administrative support for Connectional Ministries and Communications through coordinating committee meetings, 
travel itineraries (transportation, lodging, etc.)
• Oversee Administrative functions of the day-to-day activities of two multi-faceted ministry areas to ensure each office functions 
smoothly. Manage projects, determine priorities, and maintain a high degree of professionalism and confidentiality, comfortably 
taking initiative and exercising independent judgment to resolve issues.
• Organize events and prepare materials for meetings, training programs, community forums, and conferences. Conduct off-site 
work with administrative staff of various vendors and facilities, for set-up tasks and coordination of successful events.
• Request, gather information and data from the administrative team leaders, board and agency to assist in preparing annual re-
ports, summaries for local, jurisdictional and general church. Submit prepared materials for various print and web-based publica-
tions (i.e. annual Journal).
• Assist the Director with administering the department budget, including monitoring and tracking expenses, budget reconcilia-
tion, resolving issues, and assisting with developing budget projections, collecting information for budget development to ensure 
accuracy and compliance with approved budget and assigned codes.
• Manage the Conference Database and learn new office technologies.
• Produce the annual Clergy Directory
• Demonstrate strong computer skills
• Supervise office receptionist/media librarian and intern support staff
• Occasional travel required
Skills/Qualifications:
Must have prior executive level office administrative experience with working knowledge of computers and software applications 
including Microsoft Office Application. Excellent project management skills.
Advance verbal and written communication skills, customer service oriented, capable of exercising independent decision-making 
and problem solving skills with ability to manage multiple priorities in a highly dynamic office.
Knowledge of the United Methodist Church and the Mississippi Conference and/or a willingness to learn.
Must be capable of concurrently working independently as well as being a participant in a team.
Education:
A bachelor’s degree is required.
The deadline to apply is 4:30 p.m. Monday, October 21, 2013.
Submit resumes by email to:  receptionist@mississippi-umc.org or mail resumes to: Rev. Dr. Connie Mitchell Shelton, Director 
Communications and Connectional Ministries, Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church, 320-C Briar-
wood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

• Program Director - Camp Lake Stephens
Camp Lake Stephens, a United Methodist Camp and Retreat Center in Oxford, Mississippi is seeking to hire a program director.  
This position is a full time position with competitive salary, insurance, benefits and on-site housing is provided.
An understanding of The United Methodist Church and its structure, experience in both summer camp and retreat ministry and 
a certification in Camping and Retreat Ministry is preferred (willingness to pursue this certification is acceptable). An ideal candi-
date has a Master of Divinity or commensurate theological education and experience. A willingness to creatively lead and sustain 
a year-round program including retreats for children, youth, ministers and older adults is a must.  The program director’s duty 
will also include: hiring and training of 50+ summer staff, maintaining and creating summer schedules and assisting in following 
American Camp Association accreditation guidelines.  
All interested applicants can send a resume and letter of interest to Camp Lake Stephens executive director, Darrell Whitaker at 
Darrell@camplakestephens.com. Applications received by November 15 will be given priority.
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• Youth Director - Magee First UMC
Magee First UMC is seeking a person to fill a part-time position as youth director.  Interested persons may contact the Rev. 
Thomas Jennings at 601-849-2459.  Resumes should be sent to firstumcmagee@bellsouth.net or mailed to P.O. Box 661, Magee, 
MS 39111.

• Financial Administrator - St. Matthew’s UMC 
St. Matthew’s UMC in Madison seeks to fill the position of financial administrator.  This is a full-time position requiring skills and 
experience in administration, accounting and bookkeeping.  Resumes or requests for the job description should be sent to senior 
pastor, David Carroll at david@stm-umc.org.  

Quick Caramel Sticky Buns    
TOPPING:
¼ cup margarine or butter, melted
¼ cup firmly-packed brown sugar
2 tablespoons light corn syrup
¼ cup chopped pecans
BUNS:
1 tablespoon sugar
½ teaspoon of cinnamon
1 (12 oz.) can refrigerated flaky biscuits
Heat oven to 375 degrees. Grease 12 muffin cups.  In small bowl, combine all topping ingredients; mix well. Spoon scant 
tablespoon of topping into each greased muffin cup. In plastic bag, combine sugar and cinnamon; mix well. Separate dough 
into 10 biscuits. Cut each biscuit into six pieces.  Shake pieces in sugar mixture. Place five pieces of dough in each muffin 
cup.  Place pan on foil or cookie sheet during backing to guard against spills. Bake at 375 degrees for 15 to 20 minutes, or 
until golden brown. Cool one minute. Invert onto waxed paper. Serve warm.

– Ryan Peresich, “Loaves and Fishes” 
from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

 

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-
Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Page 10




